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THE PROGRESS OF VENEREAL PROPHYLAXIS 

The Shield, official organ of the British Committee of the Inter- 
national Federation formed by Mrs. Josephine Butler and her co-workers 
to abolish state-regulated vice, has a remarkable article in its issue for 
September-October of this year, describing a new moral and sanitary 
movement that is now going on in Japan. 

Japan, it is usually well known, has had for some two hundred 
years a strict system of licensed prostitution, with segregated districts 
in large cities. Becently great conflagrations have destroyed these 
quarters in two cities — in Osaka in 1909, and in Tokio in 1911. 

In each case a storm of protests against rebuilding the quarters 
has arisen, and in making these protests the Japanese have led the way 
and Christians and non-Christians have joined forces. Great public 
meetings have been held under the auspices of the Japanese branch of 
the Salvation Army, the Women's Christian Temperance Union, and 
the Young Men's Christian Association. We are told that an aged 
Japanese lady, Mrs. Yajima, president of the Japanese W. C. T. U. 
and principal of one of the oldest girls' schools in Tokio, presided at 
one of these meetings, while prominent Japanese spoke in behalf of the 
newer ideals of reverence for womanhood. 

An ex-Premier, Count Okuma, has come out strongly as an abolition- 
ist, and he and his followers have formed a Kakusei-Kai, or Purity 
Agitation Society. They have begun to publish a paper, and a systematic 
attack against prostitution in Japan is now under way. 

A recent pronouncement has been made also in Holland by a com- 
mission to study and report on this bitter question. Its conclusions are 
in harmony with those of our Society of Sanitary and Moral Prophylaxis; 
the necessity for governmental statistics is urged, ignorance is reprobated 
and teaching of children, both by parents and in schools, under courses 
in hygiene, is recommended. The ethical and sanitary values of ab- 
stinence outside of marriage are to be insisted upon; and medical 
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examination before marriage is urged, though not holding a law on 
this point to be practicable or useful, because of its difficulty of enforce- 
ment. The old regulation systems practised in some countries are 
disapproved, and the " New Begulation," an elaborate scheme for medical 
control of prostitutes proposed by the famous Neisser of Berlin, is 
pronounced not feasible (because of the great expense and the absence 
of co-operation of moral persons in its details), and bound to fall into 
the evils of the old system- 
Prostitution being the chief source of venereal diseases, it is to be 
combated with every weapon. The report closes by urging ample free 
medical treatment and hospital facilities untinged with disgrace, and 
fuller instruction for medical men in venereology. 

A very useful new leaflet published by the British Committee is 
called "Law and Administration in Begard to the Social Evil." It 
gives an outline of existing legal conditions and projected reforms in 
the principal civilized states, so that the student can see at a glance 
what countries have given up regulation, and what they are doing in 
its place; which ones have kept it, and why; and what countries are 
having abolition movements. The pamphlet may be ordered from The 
British Committee of the International Federation for the Abolition of 
State Begulation of Prostitution, 17 Tothill Street, Westminster, Lon- 
don, S.W. 

Kecent numbers of The Shield also give a clear account of the new 
Danish regulations, which abolish the bad old system and replace it 
by an active, comprehensive, and thorough method of gratuitous treat- 
ment, oversight of all troublesome cases by the health authorities, and 
compulsory treatment or isolation, if called for, of such cases only 
(whether men or women) as disregard the orders given at first for 
continuous treatment and for avoiding the possibilities of infecting 
innocent persons. This method rests on reportability to the health 
officers of infectious diseases. 

All readers or students of this whole question should subscribe for 
The Shield, which is of very moderate price, and keeps one posted as to 
current events all over the world in this, the newest health crusade. 

At a recent meeting of the Matrons' Council of Great Britain and 
Ireland it was decided that the kind and amount of instruction given 
to probationers as to venereal diseases should be inquired into, and that 
the Council should formulate a scheme of instruction for pupil nurses 
on prophylactic care. 
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ITEMS 

Nubses with a taste for political news are no doubt following the 
events in regard to the National Insurance Bill pending in the British 
Parliament, but because of its debatable stage we have thought it wise 
to wait until its final enactment into law before trying to explain its 
effect on English nurses. 

The Irish nurses are very rightly indignant over a proposed scheme 
to flood Irish rural districts with "cottage nurses" trained for a few 
months only at the Govan Hospital in Scotland, and the Irish Nurses' 
Association has sent the following protest to the press : " The proposed 
scheme of ' United Irishwomen ' for establishing a system of partially- 
trained nurses in Ireland was brought before a meeting of the Irish 
Nurses' Association. . . . 

" We all, as trained experts, join in condemning such a scheme most 
strongly. We consider it would be fraught with much danger to the 
sick poor, and, moreover, it would tend to lower the standard of nursing 
in Ireland if women with six or seven months' training are allowed to 
work without proper supervision and to call themselves ' trained nurses.' 
We all know the terrible amount of harm that can be done with a little 
knowledge; and, because we have the interest of the sick poor at 
heart, we must most earnestly protest against any scheme to give them 
unskilled care." 

The German Nurses' Association held a most successful and 
animated congress in October at the International Exposition of Hygiene 
in Dresden, which was of course a great meeting place. 

The nurses listened to a clear and trenchant address on their 
economic status and needs from Fraulein Charlotte Reichel, their young 
and chivalrous lay champion who, through research work in the prepara- 
tion for a thesis, became so keenly interested in the nurses' problems. 

The urgent needs, so far as conditions of work go in Germany, are : 
Shorter working hours, accident insurance, and provision for incapacity 
to work. 

It is by no means true, as often supposed, that all the staff in the 
Mother-houses are always cared for, under all circumstances. Only the 
consecrated deaconesses — that is, only those who have served for a certain 
number of years — are thus secured. Others, though health may be 
ruined, have no care or compensation. The Bed Cross Societies, too, 
have very insufficient pension or maintenance provisions. The pensions 
are only given, as a rule, after ten years' service, and are tiny at that. 
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Dr. Hengge, of Munich, has given the German nurses an account 
of her extended tours for hospital and nursing inspection, and has 
told them that she found the English and American nursing worlds 
showing brilliant proofs that it was perfectly possible for self-support- 
ing independence to be compatible with the highest professional idealism. 
In many German circles it is believed that they are incompatible. 

Miss Van Lanschot-Htjbrecht, so long active in nursing or- 
ganization in Holland, is now devoting all her spare time to the woman 
suffrage movement in Holland. Miss Hubrecht has become thoroughly 
convinced that, in her country, further progress in nursing education 
and professional standing is not to be hoped for until women have the 
ballot. 

At the London Congress of Women in 1899 where nurses first 
organized internationally, the Americans were impressed with their 
privilege in meeting Sister Henrietta, of Kimberley, South Africa, to 
whose efforts it had been due that, in 1891, a section providing for state 
examination of nurses had been added to the Medical and Pharmacy 
Act of that year. Sister Henrietta died in October after a life of great 
and varied usefulness, at the age of sixty-four. 

On November 24 a touching and impressive event took place in 
London, at which Miss Darner was present. This was an oration deliv- 
ered at the Guildhall by Miss R. Cox-Davies, President of the National 
Council of Nurses of Great Britain and Ireland, on " Isla Stewart, her 
Life, and Influence on the Nursing Profession." The Guildhall was 
granted for this ceremony at the instance of Mrs. Penwick. 

The Duchess of Aosta, who is closely related to the royal family 
of Italy, went every day to Miss Grace Baxter in the Gesu e Maria hos- 
pital at Naples, "simply clad as an ordinary nurse, and at the same 
hours as the other pupils," says an Italian newspaper, to take lessons 
in nursing duties before going with the Eelief Expedition to Tripoli. 



